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Tabkle 5.3 — Regional Land Use Statistics
Afann e kS Leed Do Clamanne 2002
Code | Label Barkley | Fall Rivar = Fragtown | Lakeville | Acres Farcent
|
i Crap Land ar vy ‘nar 1881 | @85 1634 B 202%
i Faslurg K Fat I 0o 4288 4BZ." 1396 G 1.6%
3 Forest &631.5 120501 123562 1743230 A5351.3 5. 0%
Man-Ferasted _
4 | wietand 155 7 537.1 5805 I R 1752 4 2 0% |
f Mining 435 268 . 2205 AE7.0 BE1.4 1.1%
& | Oaen Lerd 2228 463.2 | TOV5 4684 1952.7 2 &%
T Parliclpaton Rec 264 364 8 73.8 SEY .4 G020 1.1%
E Spectator Hoo. 0.0 C.o (LN C.0 3.0 C
Watar-basae |
9 Rec a.0 13.1 91 LR 17.2 Q02 %
10 Miu'ti-Far. Ras. 0.0 215.2 25 215 2306 0.3%s
Hig Censity
11 Res 0.0 17441 0 2482 198253 5.5
" Medium Dens.
12 Fes 2.2 “GEF.E FE2 4 aE3e 3347 q." %
13 Lowy Dahe, =as 17ER 1 d38.5 2081.7 A133.7 B0 1] 3.0%,
Salt ‘Walar
12 | Waillanc 1555 2.8 22 2 0.1 2E05 0.4%
15 [ Commars al 314 7.4 110.2 859 aq7 0 1.2%
13 Induslr al 5.4 SIES 190G 1221 132 8 515
17 LIrban Cpen aMT Fres 178.6 2381 1287 6 1.5%
18 | Transportasion e Tt S v 1825 1471).8 1. 8%
1% Waste Disposa 3249 155.0 ar.a AnY ILT.H 0.4%
20 ‘Whiglar 181 347249 G202 41550 BT 10.2%:
2 Wioody Parannizl 168.7 1.2 GTAG 584.5 14082 1.7%
R Tatal Acres 105608 | 246625 | 22661.2 | 2310241 810066 | 100.0%
1

[r.  Regional Cammunity Profile

The Regional Communtty Profile in table 5.4 illusirates the population in 2000,
the total land area in square feet, the percentage of land area penmananthy
protacted, Open Space Plan expiration dates, the last year a Master Flan was
completed, and the Community Preservation Act status.

Pregently Fall River has permanently protectad a large contiguous area whish
aovers nearly half of the City's land araa, including: the Freetown-Fall Rivar State
Forest (5,441 acres) of which a major portion lies in Freetoun, the Capicut
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Wonds-Bioreserve {13,600 acres) and a water resource protection area
surrounding the Narth Waitaup Pond and Copicut Reservoir. Tha Assonet Cedar
Swarnp VVildlife Sanctuary is over 1,000 acres located in Lakeville and owned by
the Massachusetis Audubaon Scciety. Lakeville has alse preserved approximately
1,000 acres of water resource value for the Citias of New Bediord and Taunten
within the Asawompset Pond Complex, Berkley has addsd 189.4 acres in the last
five years to their list of permanently protected open space including a portien of
the Myricks Alrport,

At this time Berkley and Lakeville are in the process of updating their Dpan
Space and Recreation Plans, and Freetown is in the final stages of finalizing their
first plan. Fall River™ is currently working toward updating their Master Flan.
Lakeville is the only community with a recently completed Mastar Plan; where as
none of the communities in the area have been successful in passing a
Cammunity Preservation Act.

Tabie 5.4 - Ragional Community Profile
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SECTION VI
The Importance of Agriculture and Open Space....

Southeastern Massachusetts has lost over 50% of its farmland to developmant in
the past 40 years, and we ara too aften willing to attributa this change to
“progress.” Yet survay after survey of residents in the region confirms their
affection for agriculture, Look at almost any town's master plan or open space
plan, and read the outstanding resource values and assels ictentified by its
citizens. Invarably, you will find a combination of historic centars, places of
coastal or inland beauty, opan space and farms.

What is often missing in this nostalgic affection for local agricultura is tha
importance these farms play in ouwr econarmy. in keeping eur taxes down, in
preventing sprawl, and in maintaining the overall guality of life that residents of

I P PR T

southeastemn Massachusats find so important

A, Economic Impact

When measurad by traditional indicators, the impact of agriculture on our
economy is small and shrinking. Less than 1% of the labor force is engaged in
agriculture, but is there any other 1% that has such a positive impact on our
lives?

Farming cannot be measured as a stand-alone activity, [t produces the raw
materials that are enhancad further in a value-added process. Grapes are turned

towine, milk and crearn into cheess, butter and yegurt, and crankeries bacome
inies ganes and snacks. The economic henefita of this value-add=d "dﬂti'-."it"-"

-ILII\_-\_-I SR A AL IRA LR TEALJD L it 155 R

must also be considered when measuring the impact of agriculiure.

The Governor's Regional Compstitiveness Gouncil for Southeastam
Maszachusetts identified 'processed foad & agricultural products” as ane of the
top five clusters appropriate for the region. Cluster theory in econornic
developrment premotes the encouragement of a “concentration of companies and
industries in a gecgraphic region which are interconnected by the markets they
serve and the products they producs” and suggests that regions develop the
clusters most ideally suited to their natural strengths. Itis no coincidence that the
Counell singled out agriculture for southeastern Massachusetis given our climate,
tradition and existing infrastrusture to suppoit farming. (The other four clusters
are life sciences, marine technology, precision manufacturing and hospitality and
taurismy).

In truth, traditional economic develepmant planners have struggled to accurately
deal with agriculture. They are trained to work with infrastructure, buildings,
conventional finanzing, marketing strategies and tax incentives for businesses.
Agricultural development is a challenge that the region’s communities and
planners must meet in the futurs.
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E. Financial Impact

From a municipal tax standpoint, farming is again a winner, Fartco often our
Incal officiale look st Farmland as not being the "highest and best” use for a piece
of land, and think that a housing development or a big-box retail developrment will
be mora fiscally beneficial for a town. But the facts do not suppert that notion,

According to a 2001 study dane by the American Farmland Trust for the Town of
Middleboreugh, farmiforestiopen land carries a cost burden of only 50.42 for
every $1.00 received in tax revenue. That's a significant rcneymaker.
Rasidential development, on the other hand, cosls 51.10 for every dollar
receivad , while the eomparable numbers for cammercial and industrial
develaprment are $0.48 in costs for every $1.00 collected. The bottom line is that
farms make fiscal sense for our communties.

. Agricultural Retention and Preservation as a "Smart Growth
Stratagy”

The antidote to sprawl — a word that conjures up images of ugly developmeant
gpreading throughout our communities — is smart growth. This gonsept suggasts
that we build more compactly and efficiently by utilizing our infrastructure better
and presenving our open space and farmland, YWorking farme, with their clearsd
tilled land that costs less to davelop, are perdeact targets for developrment
pinposals that pramote sprawt.

Municipal strategies for the protection of farmland are essential, but ars
somewhat lacking in southeastern Massachusatts. A SRPEDD smart growth
audit of the region found that only 40% of our municipalitias had any kind of
farmland preservation strategy, and 30% do not even feal it is applicable. Only a
handful of the communities in southeastern Massachusetts had enactad a “right
to farm” bylaw or have an active Agricultural Commission Lo protect fa mring
interests (although, this situaticn is changing due in large part {o the efforts of our
partners at the Pilgrim RC&D Area Council).

It is critieal that the municipalities and citizens of southeastern Massachusells
recognize the vital roke that our active fanns play in our quality of lifz. They make
senge for gur econarmy, our tax burden and our sense of who we are as a region.
They give us some cehtrol over our food censurmption - eating locally grown
produce rather than preduce which is shipped by tuck from California or plans
fram Chile.

Once a farm is lost to developmant, it is lost forewver.

200
Lakeville Open Space and Recreation Plan, 2012



Rogional (ipen Space Allisnce 2008
Clpen Mpace Mlan

For more assistance on this ssua, confact:

Southeastern Regicnal Planning and Economic Development District
(SRPEDD)

88 Broadway, Taunton, kA 02780

(508} 824-1387

Filgrim RC&D Area Council
18 Cranberry Highway, West Wareham, MA 02575
(508) 255-1317

South Eastern Massachusetts Agricultural Partnership (SEMAF)

Uldass Dartmouth, 1 State Bog Road, P.O. Box 568, East Wareham, MA
02538

(506) 2085-2212 x 50

Massachuseits Department of Agricultural Resaurces
251 Causeway Strest, Suite 500, Boston, WA 027114
{317y 626-1700
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Farmland Presarvation Prioritization and Ranking Model

Locally, and regionally, agricultural retention and farmland pratection have been
seen as helping to shaps the charactar of southeastern Massachusetts, The
following evaluation system can be used as a model to help weigh and priaritize
presarvation and acquisition strategies for farmland.

A, Predominant land use {maximum 20 points) Pointg
1. Activie Tood producer 18
2. Hay and pasture &
3. Mixed woodland, abandoned farm, hobxby farm 4
4. Tree farm 7
5. MNurzery or greenhouse 18

B. Size of farm (maximum 23 points) Paoints
1. 190 acres or more 25
2. 100-1459 aores 21
4. B0-09 acres 17
4, 26-49 acres 12.5
f. 10-24 acras a
6. D-9 acres 4

. Farmland saoils (maximum 25 points) Points

1. Percent of parcel in Pnime Faimland Soils

T5%-100% 20
Bi%h-Td % 16
25%-455% 12
10%0-24% 5
0% -9% 2
2. Persent of parcel in Soils of Statewide Imponanca
FRI-100% 13
RO~ 4% g
2594 8% i)
10%E=24%, 3
0%c-8% 1
202

Lakeville Open Space and Recreation Plan, 2012



Repional Open Space Alliance
Open Spase Plun

0. Callateral envirenmental objectives {maximum 20 paints)

el L b

Adjacent to other farmland or conservation land
Includes significant wetland or habitat

Within FEMA 100-yvear floodplain

Includes historic home, building or landscape
Within an aguifer or Zone of Contribution
Parcal has scenic importance

Water frontage or protects water quality
Provides buffer

Racraatinnal opporiunities

10, Environmental education opportunities

E. Continuation of Agriculture {maximum 10 paints;

1.

Dagree of threat to the continuation of agriculturs
on project land due to contingencies such as, but
nat limited o, the owner's death, retirerment,
financial difficulties. development pressure, or fo
the insecurity invelved in the use of rented lands.

Total Weight/Priority for Presarvation

1
p
-
4
5

. High Pricrnty
. Medium to High

Medium

. Low to Medium
. Loww
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| Provest weter cualily
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F-nvide access

[l.-1i1r|:,|.£-¢ lizher ox

Ve lcllife Tahitat

Prezarve Fsh ang wildlifz habitat, inclucling b of
thiearencd or enduapered speits

Ligolepicaly sinilicant lands

Pressrve hisbials fee lncateacd or eadomaered poants and
aimals

Mroees drrking witer gualily

ipariam 2affer aome:

Agriealiural, furvesi,
s nig ELrEﬁEl"r'lllﬂnn

Foime agriculiucal damls

Help oo ity midotain ity & 2ricilooral egonomy dn:
ity e

Troductive [onsis

suppert sound Lopssling policics that support che Locad
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Croziznse ez coannry by morsasog L reson an.
et
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.l-! Iri’l H"\u
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eIl
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apprdnnitica for resicenes wnd visilors

Parks, grosmasngs, wareefianes

S mulules eanenie, CEMITLTIEY, any neihburiced
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2008
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Promote the reuse of farmerky develops: siles thoug]
e N’ remediatian
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ScoreCard
200712000
Idantify Parcel:
Towr/City:
Straat Addrasar
Assessor Pareo! #
Qwirrer:
Acorago: _
Type | Objacthve Valuo Comments
Hj'stcmfn
Size
- =
| nkegrity
Hisloric significence
thzr:
Critical Sensitive Lands |
Rara Soocies |
Othar wellife hanitat
B ~ [watla nde
Water hodies
Maluiral Cantmunities
Lomess
Hislorc [nventory
wanagad fisheres
her. S |
Dltiking water :
Agifer rechargatwallhoad area
Surface waterReserionReciange
Buff=rs ic valer rescurces
i Crther:
Matural Hezards
Flacdpiain
Flacd contrel capscity
Fire
S-ormweatar abalement
[Haer:
ﬂgrfc'uftum"FﬂmsIn-’

Blzin tain Agr ety -al Ecoasriy

Foresi~ Manzgement Plans

cnaper 61 status

Pr e sgrculiy gl soile(pH, atz)

Other
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