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;Town of Lakeville  

Economic Development Committee 

Tuesday, January 7, 2014 

6:30 PM – Town Offices – Conference Room 

 
 

On January 7, 2014, the Economic Development Committee held a meeting at 6:30 PM at the         

Town Office Building.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Burke at 6:36 PM.          

Members present: Aaron Burke, Laurie Driscoll, Sarah Kulakovich (enter 6:40 PM), Jessica 

Bradley, Rob Chestnut, and John Olivieri.  Members absent: Lorraine Carboni and Mitzi 

Hollenbeck.  Also present:  Christine Weston, Recording Secretary.  LakeCAM was recording the 

meeting for local cable broadcast. 

 

Approve Meeting Minutes for November 12, 2013 and December 3, 2013 
 

Upon a motion made by Mr. Olivieri and seconded by Mr. Chestnut, it was 

 

VOTED: To approve the November 12, 2013 Economic Development Committee Meeting 

Minutes as presented. 

                  Unanimous in favor 

 

Upon a motion made by Mr. Chestnut and seconded by Ms. Driscoll, it was 

 

VOTED: To approve the December 3, 2013 Economic Development Committee Meeting 

Minutes as presented. 

                  In favor 5, Abstain 1 (Jessica Bradley), Absent 2, Against 0 

 

Discuss the SRPEDD Guide on Economic Development Corporations-Sections 3 and 4 

 

Chairman Burke stated that the SRPEDD Guide topic was being left on the agenda as an ongoing 

discussion topic.  It can technically be called old business and a continuing homework item for the 

Committee Members to review, in particular Sections 3 and 4 which are located in the “Drop Box”.  

If a member of the Committee does not have access to the Drop Box, then a copy of the sections can 

be provided.  Mr. Olivieri agreed that the topic should be kept on the Agenda as “Old Business”.  

Ms. Driscoll noted that it seems that the Committee really needs to identify the results of the survey 

and what its goals are, based on the survey results, before it can choose a preference, since it is all 

relative.  Chairman Burke added that basically those are tools for Towns that have a well identified 

action plan.  When the Committee sees an obvious need that has been identified in Lakeville, then 

those are the tools to use to get there.   

 

Ms. Kulakovich observed that while it is understood that this should be put on the back burner, she 

said that other towns call this Committee (Economic Development Committee) by different names, 

and maybe the people of Lakeville are reacting to the name.  Should the Committee wait for the 

results, since it may be that they are interested in community?  The name other communities use is 

Community Development, so why is Lakeville’s Committee called Economic Development, since 

that seems to invoke a difference of opinion throughout the Townspeople.   If we really need to 

grow, needs to be considered and whether we are really a community group to develop our 

community.  Chairman Burke noted that that is a more rounded and softer approach, however, this 

committee is named as such, since those that created it named it as it is.  Ms. Kulakovich suggested 

that she just wanted to offer that possibly the Committee could do better economic development as 
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a Community Development Committee than as an Economic Development Committee, since 

otherwise it may seem conflicting, one faction over another.  Chairman Burke responded that that is 

a great suggestion and worthy of a conversation at some point.   

 

Mr. Olivieri noted that the Charge of the Committee was set up by the Board of Selectmen.  It is 

basically geared to expanding the existing tax base in Town.  If the tone of the community is 

different, then they can bring that back to the Selectmen for discussion.   Further discussion ensued 

on the topic as to the differences and similarities of community development and economic 

development.  Ms. Kulakovich noted that the Committee has interests in other types of development 

like the Ted Williams Camp, since it has a venue to pull in more business with their Conference 

Room.  There is a lot of potential to generate jobs and revenue for the Town through the use of the 

Ted Williams Camp.  It can provide income, revenue and bring more people into the Town to 

support business.  The Camp could be another leg of community development, since it is creating a 

community that supports business.  Economic development used to be called community 

development, thus it would be interesting to find out what it looked like when it was called the 

former.  Chairman Burke noted that that is a great angle when the committee has the opportunity to 

have that discussion with more of the Committee Members present.  

 

Discuss the Regional Economic Strategy Committee (RESC) 

 

The RESC Meeting was cancelled due to the weather, therefore, there is nothing to report.   

 

Schedule next Meeting 

 

The next meeting of the Economic Development Committee was scheduled for Tuesday, February 

4, 2014 at 6:30 pm. 

 

Old Business 

 

Chairman Burke stated that he would like to update the Committee on what is taking place with the 

survey that was sent out.   Surveys are coming in and have been provided to the Chair.  There are 

numerous surveys and ample responses provided.  It is hoped to have them inputted on the website 

to add to the Survey Monkey so that all the results can be recorded in one format.  Ms. Hollenbeck 

is currently compiling the online aspect.   

 

New Business 

             

Mr. Olivieri asked if the letter was sent to the Planning Board as had been previously discussed.  

Chairman Burke responded that he had signed the letter, and it had been sent out a few weeks ago.  

The Committee has not heard back from the Planning Board to date, however, it is not known the 

protocol for inter-board communication.  Mr. Olivieri suggested that the Committee follow up with 

them.  Chairman Burke agreed.   

       

Any other business that may properly come before the meeting 

 

Ms. Driscoll noted that at some point the workshop/panel/seminar should be brought up for 

scheduling consideration.  However, the content of that may be dependent on what is within the 

surveys.  Mr. Olivieri agreed that the surveys should provide the Committee with direction.   
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Ms. Kulakovich mentioned that she had noticed the signs that have been put up around Town and 

how they blend in, look nice and make a noticeable difference. 

 

Adjournment  
 

Upon a motion made by Ms. Driscoll and seconded by Ms. Bradley, it was 

 

VOTED: To adjourn the Economic Development Committee meeting at 7:00 PM. 

                                  Unanimous in favor. 


